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Laying the Foundation
Module One

Purpose: To present a step-by-step, uniquely designed study of the Bible that will allow you to
discover what the Bible says and draw your own conclusions as to what the Bible means by
what it says.

Goal: To be able, at the end of this Module One study, to have a basic working knowledge and
understanding of how the Bible is put together in a historical sequence.

Title of Class 1: The Substance and Nature of the Abrahamic Covenant Promises

What You Will Learn: You will discover and understand the substance and nature of God’s
covenant promises with Abraham and who inherited that covenant.

I.  The Substance and Nature of the Abrahamic Covenant Promises
A. Substance of the Abrahamic Covenant

1. God promised to make Abram a (Genesis 12:2)
2. God promised to make Abram a blessing to whom?

(Genesis 12:3)

3. God promised to Abram’s that they would be “as the dust
of the earth” (Genesis 13:14-16) and the “stars of the heavens and as the sand which is
on the seashore” (Genesis 22:15-17).

Meaning of Words:

What does “descendants” or “seed” mean? zera — Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary #2233

Definition: zera, seed; figurative fruit, plant, sowing-time, posterity :- [variously translated]
carnally, child, fruitful, seed (-time), sowing-time. — Strong's Hebrew Dictionary

In the LXX (Septuagint is the Greek version of the Old Testament): sperma — Strong’s
Greek Dictionary #4690

Definition: sperma, from #4687; that which is sown, i.e. seed: [variously translated]
conceive, descendant, offspring, posterity, seed, seeds. — Strong’s Greek Dictionary

What does this definition mean?

According to Genesis 15:1-5, to whom does the “descendants” or “seed” refer and why?
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4. God’s covenant with Abram (Read Genesis 15:7-21).

Meaning of Words:

What does “covenant” mean? beriyth — Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary #1285

Definition: beriyth from #1262 (barah) (in the sense of cutting) ... a compact (because
made by passing between pieces of flesh):- [variously translated] confederacy, covenant,
league. — Strong's Hebrew Dictionary

Il. between God and man 1. alliance of friendship..... 2. covenant, as a divine constitution or
ordinance with signs and pledges. — The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon,
p. 136

What does “covenant” mean in your own words? How would you describe it in respect to
God’s covenant with Abram in Genesis 15:1-217? Is it conditional or unconditional?

5. God promised Abram that He would make him the father of
(Genesis 17:1-7).
What new name did God give Abram? (verse 5)

What kind of covenant is described in v. 7?

Meaning of Words:

What does “nations” mean? goy — Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary #1471

Definition: goy apparently from the same root as #1465 (gevah); a foreign nation; hence a
Gentile... :- [variously translated] Gentile, heathen, nation, people.
— Strong's Hebrew Dictionary

Goy. Gentile, heathen, nation, people... It is difficult to ascertain the exact definition of the
term. However, if one takes the various usages into consideration ... one must conclude that
the basic idea is that of a defined body or group of people, or some specific large segment
of a given body. The context will generally indicate the specific quality or characteristic
which is to be understood. — Harris, Archer, Waltke, Theological Wordbook of the Old
Testament, pp. 153-154

A careful examination of the goyim [plural of goy: nations] texts indicate that in most cases
the given context determines the meaning of the word. — Jenni and Watermann, Theological
Lexicon of the Old Testament, Vol. 2, p. 916.

How can you know who “nation” or goy refers t0?
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Continued:
Definition of “nation” according to Webster’s Dictionary 1828

“[L. nation, from natus, born; nascor, to be born; perhaps Heb] Nation, as its etymology imports,
originally denoted a family or race of men descended from a common progenitor, like tribe, but by
emigration, conguest and intermixtures of men of different families, this distinction is in most
countries lost.”

According to the meanings of the Hebrew and English dictionaries, what does “nations”
mean as it relates to Abraham?

6. God promised Abraham that would come from him. (Genesis 17:6).

7. God promised Abraham that his “seed” would possess the gate of their
(Genesis 22:17).

8. List of promises to Abraham. Let’s review:

Abraham was to become a great and mighty nation.

Abraham would become a blessing to all the families and nations of the earth.
Abraham’s descendants would become a vast multitude of people.
Abraham’s descendants would become a multitude of nations.

Abraham’s descendants would produce kings.

Abraham’s descendants would possess the gate of their enemies.
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Abraham’s descendants would possess Canaan, the land area known today as old
Palestine.

B. Nature of the Abrahamic Covenant

1. According to the scripture references you have read, are the promises to Abraham
conditional — that is, dependent on something that Abraham must do?  Yes No
(circle one)

2. Discuss why your answer is correct and why it is significant.

What Did You Learn?

1. God made an and covenant
with Abraham.
2. That covenant is comprised of promises. (How many promises?)

Suggested Reading Assignment: Genesis 24
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